Petition to Colombian President

Juan Manuel Santos

Dear President Santos,

We, the undersigned, are writing to urge the release from prison of Colombian trade
unionist, human rights defender, and academic, Liliany Obando.

Ms. Obando has been held in Buen Pastor Prison, Bogota since 8th August 2008 without
being convicted of any crime. Furthermore, the premise of the main evidence against Ms.
Obando was ruled to be “inadmissible” by the Colombian Supreme Court in a separate
case, yet the case against her continues.

We are deeply concerned that Ms Obando has been jailed for her political beliefs rather
than for any crime; that she is being deprived of her liberty in order to silence her and
discourage others like her from speaking out about human rights abuses.

We believe that Liliany Obando is innocent and that her detention is a severe violation of

human rights.

The large number of political prisoners in Colombia’s jails — be they academics, trade
unionists, community leaders or other civil society activists — belies claims that human rights
are being respected by the Colombian State.

Yours Sincerely,

House of Lords

Lord Alton of Liverpool

Lord Ashley of Stoke

Lord Archer

Lord Bilston

Baroness Blackstone

Baroness Brinton

Lord Brooke of Sutton

Lord Collins

Baroness Dean of Thornton-le-Fylde
Lord Walton of Detchant

Lady Eaton

Reverend Lord Gledhill — Bishop of Lichfield
Baroness Howarth of Breckland
Lord Hoyle

Lord Hylton

Lord Nigel Jones of Cheltanham
Lord Judd

Baroness Lister

Lord Mackay of Clashfen

Lord Martin O'Neill

Lord John Monks

Lord Peston

Lord George Simpson

Baroness Angela Smith of Basildon
Lord David Steel

Lord Swinfen

Baroness Muriel Turner

Baroness Warwick of Undercliffe
Professor Lord Wedderburn of Charlton Q.C
Baroness Janet Whitaker

Baroness Young

House of Commons
Rushanara Ali MP
Dave Anderson MP
Clive Betts MP

Paul Blomfield MP
Tom Brake MP

Martic Caton MP
Katy Clarke MP
Michael Connarty MP
Jeremy Corbyn MP
David Crausby MP
John Cryer MP

lan Davidson MP
Jim Dobbin MP
Robert Flello MP
David Hamilton MP
Fabian Hamilton MP
Mike Hancock MP
Dai Havard MP
Stephen Hepburn MP
Julie Hilling MP
Jimmy Hood MP
George Howarth MP
Tony Lloyd MP

Kerry McCarthy MP
Jim McGovern MP
Michael Meacher MP
Madeleine Moon MP
Lisa Nandy MP
Sandra Osborne MP
Linda Riordan MP
Jim Sheridan MP
Gerry Sutcliffe MP

Jo Swinson MP

John Thurso MP
Valerie Vaz MP

Dave Watts MP

Trade Unionists

Brendan Barber, General Secretary, TUC
Christine Blower, General Secretary, NUT
Mary Bousted, General Secretary, ATL
Luke Crawley, Assistant General Secretary, BECTU
Bob Crow, General Secretary, RMT

Steve Gillan, General Secretary, POA

Billy Hayes, General Secretary, CWU

Sally Hunt, General Secretary, UCU

Paul Kenny, General Secretary, GMB
Jonathan Ledger, General Secretary, NAPO
Len Mc Cluskey, General Secretary, UNITE
Lesley Mercer, General Secretary, CSP

Ged Nichols, General Secretary, Accord
Paul Noon, General Secretary, Prospect
Keith Norman, General Secretary, ASLEF
Dave Prentis, General Secretary, UNISON
John Smith, General Secretary, MU

Mark Sowotka, General Secretary, PCS

Michelle Stanistreet, General Secretary, NUJ
Matt Wrack, General Secretary, FBU

Barristers and Solicitors

Gerard Airey, Thompsons Solicitors

Anna Barnett, Thompsons Solicitors

Rachel Bayliss, Thompsons Solicitors

Camilla Belich, Thompsons Solicitors

Rachael Bewers, Thompsons Solicitors

Sarah Carr-Locke, Pattison and Brewer Solicitors
Anthea Christie, Pattison and Brewer Solicitors
Ann-Marie Christie, Thompsons Solicitors
Christalla Christodoulidou, Thompsons Solicitors
Katherine Craig, Christian Khan Solicitors

Liz Davies, Garden Court Chambers

Tess Gill, Old Square Chambers

John Hendy QC, Old Square Chambers

Joanne Howard, Thompsons Solicitors

Godric Jolliffe, Thompsons Solicitors

Imran Khan, St Albans Chambers

Anna Konzon, Thompsons Solicitors

Robert Lemon, Thompsons Solicitors

lan A Macdonald QC, Garden Court Chambers
Michael Mansfield QC, Tooks Chambers

Karen Mitchell, Thompsons Solicitors

Tom Moore, Thompsons Solicitors

Corrina Mottram, Thompsons Solicitors

Jyothi Parekh, Thompsons Solicitors

Rakesh Patel, Thompsons Solicitors

Henrietta Phillips, Thompsons Solicitors

Jeeva Sethu, Thompsons Solicitors

Keith Sheppard, Thompsons Solicitors

Kam Singh, Thompsons Solicitors

Paul Statham, Pattison and Brewer Solicitors
Abbigail Stell, Pattison and Brewer Solicitors
Ashley Stephenson, Thompsons Solicitors
Elizabeth Stephenson, Pattison and Brewer Solicitors
Gerard Stilliard, Thompsons Solicitors

Emma Tamer, Thompsons Solicitors

Jack Waller, Pattison and Brewer Solicitors
Stephanie Ward, Garden Court Chambers
Frances Webber, Garden Court Chambers
Tanya Williams, Thompsons Solicitors

Jessica Wright, Thompsons Solicitors

www.justiceforcolombia.org
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