
Colombia is the most
dangerous country in

the world to be a trade
unionist – almost 3000

have been killed in
recent years

WILL YOU HELP US
STOP THE KILLINGS?

www.justiceforcolombia.org



My family has been exterminated simply for being 
trade unionists and for defending human rights. I have 
had four brothers brutally assassinated; the latest on 

31 December 2010. My sister and I were imprisoned for over 2 years. 
The persecution has destroyed our family and our union 
work. No one has been arrested for any of these crimes 
and we continue to receive death threats. Despite this we 
will continue the struggle for workers' rights.
Carmen Mayusa, health worker trade unionist and former political prisoner. 

About Colombia:
A war has been raging in Colombia for over 50 years between
the government and leftwing rebel groups. Every year
thousands of civilians are killed – the vast majority of them by
the Colombian military and the right-wing paramilitary death
squads that work alongside them. The dreadful situation has
also resulted in over 4 million people fleeing their homes.
Although many people think that the Colombian war is all
about drugs, in fact there were no drugs in Colombia when
the war began in the 1950s. The roots of the conflict are
extreme social and economic inequalities – over 65% of the
population live in poverty.
People who speak out against the Colombian regime and the
war become targets for the Colombian army, with the
government often using the paramilitaries to carry out the
most horrific and barbaric acts, including massacres, rapes,
torture, disappearances and targeted assassinations.

AMONG THE MOST PERSECUTED ARE TRADE UNIONISTS
● Almost 3000 trade unionists have been killed in Colombia in
the last 15 years, whilst trying to defend the right to collective
bargaining and freedom of speech.
● Many others have been ‘disappeared’, tortured, imprisoned,
threatened and forced from their homes and jobs.
● Virtually no one has been arrested and sentenced for crimes
committed against trade union members.
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CASE STUDY: HUMBERTO DE JESUS ESPINOZA DIAZ
Humberto was a teacher trade union activist in the Risaralda Teachers' Union (SER). 
He left home on January 30th 2011 along with his brother, to visit his 11 year-old son in a
nearby town. On the way, they were forced to stop by armed men who then shot Humberto
several times, killing him.  Humberto had received death threats during 2006, but the
authorities claimed he wasn't under severe threat, and refused to give him any protection. 
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Brendan Barber TUC
General Secretary &
President of Justice for
Colombia:

I've been to Colombia
and seen the severe

problems faced by our
colleagues - including assas-
sinations, disappearances,
unjust imprisonments and
torture. I urge you and your
union to join JFC and 
help us change this
horrendous situation.

Tony Lloyd MP
Chair of the Parliamentary
Trade Union Group &
former Foreign Office
Minister:

The Colombian armed
forces cannot be

trusted. They have worked
hand in glove with the
paramilitaries for years. 
We need to send a clear
message that we need to
keep the Colombian 
regime at arms length.

UN High Commission
for Human rights:

Trade Unionists were
the victims of

arbitrary detentions,
arbitrary or illegal
searches, violations of due
process, and attacks on
freedom of assembly and
peaceful protest,
attributed to function-
aries of the Attorney
General's office and 
the security forces.

COLOMBIA ACCORDING TO…

Grave in La Macarena, a town in southern Colombia, containing hundreds of
unidentified bodies - reportedly civilians, including trade unionists, murdered by the
Colombian Army.  In the background you can see the military base of La Macarena. 



Make a Difference: Join Justice for Colombia
Fill in the below form and post, along with your membership fee, to: 
Justice for Colombia, 4th Floor, 75-77 St John St, London EC1M 4NN.
You can also download this form or join online via our website
www.justiceforcolombia.org 
To set up a standing order please contact our office.

JUSTICE FOR COLOMBIA
Justice for Colombia (JFC) works to support
Colombian trade unions and civil society
organisations in their campaign for basic human
rights and their struggle for peace and social justice.
We fund a variety of projects in Colombia and work in the
UK, Ireland and Europe to raise awareness about the
situation in Colombia. We campaign for the freedom of
Colombia's political prisoners and against UK military
assistance to Colombia. We also lobby the UK and Irish
Governments, and the European Union, to put more
emphasis on human and trade union rights and to
suspend the proposed EU-Colombia Free Trade Agreement
in light of the ongoing abuses perpetrated by the
Colombian regime.

JFC believes that Colombia needs democracy, social justice
and the rule of law, and we support efforts to secure a
negotiated political settlement to the Colombian conflict.
But we believe this will only happen when those working
for peace, human rights and workers' rights no longer
face imprisonment, torture and assassination. 
The Colombian regime must understand that civil society
is part of the solution, not part of the problem.

To support our work please join JFC using the form below.

For more information visit our website at
www.justiceforcolombia.org call us on +44 20 7324 2490 
or e-mail us at info@justiceforcolombia.org

JFC has led the
international

solidarity campaign 
to defend workers'
rights in Colombia.
Their work has allowed
our voices to be heard
and their solidarity has
allowed the Colombian
union movement to
stand up against the
policy of extermination
of which we have been
victims. JFC has been
crucial to the survival
of many leaders and
has helped to expose
state crimes.
Thank you JFC for
all your support.

Tarsicio
Mora 
Leader of 
the CUT,
(Colombian
TUC)

Name

Organisation

Branch

Address

Email

Telephone

Postcode
Please also consider making a donation
to support our work

Donation £

ANNUAL AFFILIATION RATES:

£18 Individual membership (waged)

£6 Individual (unwaged/low income) 

£90 Trade Union Branch (over 500 members)

£60 Trade Union Branch (under 500 members)

Please make cheques payable to ‘Justice for Colombia’.


